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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"Here is now preparing for the Preſs, and 


Will ſpeedily be publiſh'd, The whole 
Life and Converſation of the preſent Biſhop of 
Rocheſter: With an Account of the ſeveral 
Preferments he has been advanc'd to, and the 
various Diſputes and Controverſies he has 
had with Perſons, during the Time of ſuch 


his Preferments. 
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LAYMAN' LETTER 


B I 8 H OP. 
Church of England, Ke 


My Lord, 


N WIE Cape, of the Lord 
ZE ( RES er of 500 for High- Treaſon 
150 4 


by an Order of the King an 
YE Council, has produc'd 10 bad 
2 25 Effect on the Minds of the 


=, in our Country, that they begin now 
to doubt very much with themſelves, whe- 
ther that Prelate and many other of the infe- 


rior Clergy, who ie" pray for the King and 
| Govern- 


Government, under his preſent Majeſty King 
George, and at the ſame Time act againſt the 
Authority of both, are endued with any Re- 
ligion at all. For true Religion is without 
Hypocriſy, that is to ſay, it will not ſuffer 
its true Abettors to fay one Thing, and mean 
another: It does not admit of thoſe Tricks 
and Artifices, that Men of abandon'd Souls 
frequently practiſe, when they make Uſe of 
Religion ro break through all Moral Duties, 
and to overturn Civil Government at once. 
All our beneficed Clergy have at the Time of 
their Admiſſion into their Livings, and ſince 
his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne, 
taken the Oath of Allegiance to be faithful to 
the King that now is, as rightful and lawful 
King; they have abjur'd the Pretender, and 
all his Adhereats, and Abettors in their vile 
and rebellious Practices; and likewiſe, they 
Have ſworn to maintain the Regal Suprema- 
cy in Church and State; and yet (notwith- 
Randing all this) many of them have been 
found. to the great Aſtoniſhment of all ſober 
and thinking Perſons among us, to be acting 
| againſt ſolemn Oaths, and all the other Obli- 
* of the Religion they outwardly pro- 
Bs < 
' My Lord, This wicked Behaviour in Men, 
that Yedark themſelves of the Church of Eng- 
land, and are veſted with holy Orders, has 
given not only great Joy and Satisfaction to 


the Papi ſts, and other Enemies to our "I 
nad 


nal Church and Conſtitution ; but has even 
rais'd in chem mighty Hopes of ſeeing the Ru- 


in thereof effectually accompliſhed by its own 
falſe and unworthy Members, which cou'd 
not otherwiſe be brought abour by the Policy 
of its profeſs'd Adverſaries. Popery has of late 
thriven apace, and by this means made its ad- 
vances with more than ordinary Speed here at 
home, and is now grown triumphant abroad, 
by the Succeſs and Victory it has often met 
with over weak and foolſh Minds here in 
England. Good God! That we ſhou'd have 
ſo little a Value at this Time for the Reforma- 
tion among us, whoſe Church has been the 
Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion; that the 
Dangers we were threaten'd with from Pope- 
7y and Arbitrary Power, till the Revolution 
reſcu'd us from thoſe Fears, ſhou'd be ſo ſoon 
forgotten, and blotted out of remembrance, 
as if they had never been known among us. 
But this fad and unthankful Oblivion of the 
Mercies of God, reach*d out unto us both by 
the Reformation and Revolution, muſt be at- 
crib'd in ſome meaſure to many of the Cler- 
gy, who have for ſeveral Years paſt omitted to 
write and preach againſt Popery, as they were 
tormerly wont to do with great Learning and 
Strength of Argument; and inſtead of doing 
in this Reſpect as they ought, roo many of 
them have ſince made it their Buſineſs to ridi- 
cule the Dangers of it; and to perſuade the 
unthinking People, that there is now no fear 
| = | 7M 00 
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of it among us, whilſt they themſelves have 
been all the while introducing that wicked, 
cruel and ſuperſtitious Religion, by falſe Te- 
| nets and new-fangled Doctrines in Point of 
| Faich, which were altogether unknown to the 
Antient and Primitive State of Chriſtianity. 
*Tis to me, my Lord,a very melancholy Re- 
| fletionto ſee, That Chriſtianity ſhou'd be made 
N to carry ſo many Faces and different Shapes, 
as bear Proportion to the various Humours, 
Intereſts and Caprices of its Profeſſors. The 
Conſequence of this, is, that though every 
Party of Men may talk of it as ſomerhing fa- 
cred ; yet they make it ſubſervient at the tame 
Time to the baſeſt Ends and Deſigns imagina- 
| ble, by which means 1t js expos'd to the Ri- 
| dicule and Contempt of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and 
| the like. To reſcue it from this unhappy Cir- 
| cumitance, is at preſent a Work of the great- 
| elt Difficulty, eſpecially ſince Vertye and Pro- 
j bity are now become Strangers to the greateſt 
Part of ſuch, who ſet up for their Advocates 
| and Defenders. Indeed, moſt of the chief 
| Prelates among us, are Men of admirable 
| Learning to confute their Adverſaries; un- 
lemiſh'd in their private Lives and Conver- 
ſations; inſtructiag more by Example than 
by Precept; ſound in their Doctrines; and, 
having Courage mix'd with Prudence, they 
have temper'd their Zeal for Religion with a 
Spirit of Peace, Charity, Gentleneſs and Hu- 
mility. They have given Luſtre to Parlia- 
| | ments, 


— 
* 7 
— — — Ares. 2c} — 


Lr 
1 
—— 2 —— 


= 2, > 
ments; they have ſtrengthen'd the Royal 
Dignity; they have begot Devotion in the 
People at home, and have gain'd Proſelytes 
to the Reform'd Religion abroad. And if 
there has been a Judas, or falſe Brother or 
two found among them, too careful in their 
worldly Intereſts and Concerns, unſound in 
their Doctrines, Flatterers and Time- ſervers, 
proud, turbulent and ambitious of unlawful 
Power, inclining to Popery, and given to di- 
ſturb the Peace of the Common-Wealth, they: - 
will certainly loſe their Eſteem and Authori- 
ty with the People, as: ſoon as they are diſco- 
ver'd to be Men of vile and rebellious. Princ- 
ples: But (notwithſtanding, ſuch Miſereants ia 
Religion) the whole Order of Biſhops ought 
not to be diſgrac'd and charg'd in general with 
the Crimes and Madneſs of ſome few particu- 
lar Men. Perjury and Rebellion may (per- 
haps) become Articles of Religion to ſome 
deſigning Men, whereby they may promote 
their own Intereſt (as they conceive) and 
Work Miſchief to the State: But will Minds 
truly honeſt and vertuous, come into ſuch! 
wicked Meaſures and Opinions with them? 
Can Men in good earneſt perſwade themſelves, 
that they maintain the Cauſe of God and his 
true Religion, by being talſe to their Truſts, 
and deſtroy ing the Peace and Happineſs of 
their own, Country, in tomentiag Diviſions, 
and rendring Government difficult, if not im- 
ptacticable among us; as thoſe Wretches do, 
3 | „ Who 


hood. And it is molt apparent, that Factions 


who deſpiſe the Notions of Peace, and ſet all 
the Obligations of an Oath at nought with 
themſelves ? | hy 
But though Men of your Lordſhip's high 
Order and Station in the Church, have all of 
them, or for the moſt Part (at leaſt) been 
ſteady to the Reformation, Friends to the late 
Happy Revolution, and zealous Aſſertors of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover that now Reigus; yet ma- 
ny of the inferior Clergy have for theſe Ten 
or Twelve Years laſt paſt run into various 
Exceſſes of all Kinds. They have exceeded 
in Ignorance and Debauchery all Ages ſince 
the Reformation; Simony has much crept in 
amongſt them; they have neglected their 
Cures in the Country, either by an idle and 
wanton Way of Life, or elſe by Hawking af- 
ter better Preferments here in Town; they 
are become Litigious with their Neighbours; 
Vicious in their Manners, Immoral in their 
Dealings, and a Scandal to their Holy Profeſ- 
ſion : All which tends to produce Schiſms in 
the Church, and Factions in the State. For 
"tis. natural for Men to ſeparate themſelves 
from thoſe, who do not fortify their Doctrine 
by the Example of their own Lives. And it 


is to be further obſerv'd, that there are few 


Separations from the eſtabliſh'd Religion of 
any Country, which had not their beginnings 
from the Ignorance and Vices of the Priett- 


Fa 
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in the State, will intermingle themſelves with 
Schiſms in the Church, as is ſeen trom all 
thoſe, who, being prejudiced againſt the 
State, and Enemies to the Adminiſtration, 
join themſelves with Papiſts, Non-juring Schif= 
maticks, and all other Herds of Men, that 
will cloſe with them in their ſeditious and 
rebellious Practices. | = «18 
Therefore ſince bad Prelates will have a 
bad Clergy ; fince a bad Clergy occaſions 
Schiſms in the Church, and ſince Schiſms in 
the Church help to heigthen Factions in the 
State, it muſt certainly import Princes (who 
- wou'd preſerve Union in their Kingdoms) 
to have the Eccleſiaſtical Part of Government 
min wiſe, learned and pious Hands; and where 
this Care is taken, it has a general good In. 
© fluence upon whatever has a Relation to the 
enk {72 115 | 2} 
No Plant grows faſter by cultivating than 
Piety, and this do's not only hold in general, 
but in particular alſo: But even Superſtiti- 
on is hardly to be avoided, if a King or Prince 
be in any wiſe addicted to it. But when So- 
> vereigns by their own Principles and Inte- 
= reſts, are entirely firm to the Concerns and 
Religion of the Church eltabliſh'd within 
their Kingdom; and conſequently, are in- 
clin'd to countenance thoſe, who have the 
trueſt Zeal to ſupport it (which is the Caſe 
of his preſent Majeſty): I ſay, a Church ſo 
encourag'd can never = to flouriſh, unleſs 
| | at 


. 
it be injur'd and ruin'd by its own ungodly 
Prieſthood. And we may truly affirm, from 
the repeated Aſſurances given us from the 
Throne, ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown, that this Church of ours is upon a 
firm Foundation ; its future Security being 
as far conſulted by the Government, as lies 
within the reach of human Wiſdom, by ex- 
cluding for ever all Papiſts from the Royal 
Scepter, all poſſible Meaſures being raken 
both by the Prince and Miniſters, to fix 1t 
perpetually in the Line of Proteſtant Succel- 
ſors ; and the better Part of the People una- 
nimouſly concurring, in reſolving to maintain 
this Limitation of the Crown, according to 
Act of Parliament. | 
- As the Religion of the Church of England 
(if they who profeſs it live up to its Doctrine? 
is the pureſt of all Religions; ſo it ſeems beſt | 

to agree with the Nature of our Conſtitution 
in the State: For it has not that blind Super- 
ſtition which is neceſſary to thoſe, who are 
born under a Deſpotick and Tyrannical Go- 
vernment; nor is it ſo impatient of all ſorts of 
Forms, as to think even Kingly Dominion 
was a Ceremony, needleſs and expenſive to 
the People. | "Is 
The Reformations abroad were moſt ofthem 
begun in popular Governments and Commoti- 
ons, and reliſhing too much of Anarchy, ſuit 
beſt with Governments merely Popular : 
Whereas ours was begun and compleated 15 
31 the 


=) 
the regal Authority, retaining ſtill a Tincture 
of that mix'd and moderate Form of Govern- 
ment, under which it was at firſt modell'd: 
And, therefore, our Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline 
ſeems moſt agreeable to ſuch a Political Inſti- 
tution as we enjoy, which is a Monarchy 
bounded by the Laws of the Realm. 

So that (Conſiderations purely Divine ab- 
ſtracted) for indiſputable Reaſons of State, 
and by the Rules of common Policy, Princes, 
who reſpect the preſent or future Peace and 
Happineſs of their Dominions, will promote 
and encourage the Doctrine and Diſcipline of _ 
the Church of Exgland, and countenance ſuch 
whole Zeal and real Opinion lead them to 
adhere firmly to it; as having always been 
the trueſt Friends to the legal Conſtitution of 
this Country. For, as of one Hand, they 
have not ſuch extended Notions of Liberty, as 
to render the Adminiſtration of Government 
impracticable : So, on the other ſide, of late 
Years they have given an Inſtance, that they 
did not think themſelves ſo bound by their Do- 
ctrine of Paſſive Obedience, but that they 
cou'd ſhake it off; when they ſaw it made uſe 
of by their Sovereign to introduce Arbitrary 
Power, and undermine Religion it ſelf. 

Therefore, if there be any Biſhop or Prieſt, 
profeſſing himſelf a Member of the Church 
of England, that has been guilty either of Se- 
dition or Rebellion againit the preſent Go- 
verament, under his Majeſty King George; 
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or, that is probably ſuſpected thereof upon 


reaſonable ConjeQures, and high Preſumpti- 
ons; all honeſt and religious Men, upon the 


Principles of our Church and Religion, muſt 


deliver and give him up to be try'd by the 
Laws of the Realm for the Crimes he ttands 
charg'd withal; they muſt not pretend to 
plead his Innocence by Tumults and Inſurre- 
tions, ſince theſe are rather convincing Ar- 


guments of his Guilt, and deſpair of defend- 


ing himſelf by the legal and more peaceable 
Ways of Juſtice ; they mult not, in Mockery 
of all Religion, put up Prayers for his bodily 
Health, when every one kaows his Diſtem- 
per and Affliction to be the Grief of an evil 
Conſcience, or rather the Fears of having the 
Laws catch hold of his Crimes, with the ex- 
emplary Puniſhments his Wickedneſs has 
brought down upon his own Head. God is 


a God of Truth and Knowledge; he ſearcheth ' 


the Heart, and trieth the Reins of deceittul 
Man, and will not be deceiv'd by ſuch holy 
Cheats, as theſe Men prophane the Deity by. 
He will aſſert the Wiſdom, Truth and Juſtice 
of his Godhead; he will judge and reveal the 
Secrets of all Men; He will bring to Light the 
hidden Things of Darkneſs, and will make mani- 
feſt the Counſels of the Heart; he will give to 
every Man according to his Ways, and according 
to the Fruit of his doings: And, laſtly, he will 


revenge and puniſh tuch impious Attempts, 


whereby we wou'd abuſe and make a Mock 


of 


WW 9; Ei 
of the Divinity, by ſuch ſinful and ſeditious 
Prayers, as are here offer*d up to him upon 
ſuch Occaſions. | e 
here is no truer Symptom of a diſtracted 
State, thoroughly infected and ripe for De- 
ſtruction, than to ſee Perſons publickly ac- 
cus'd, courted and follow'd by the People. If 
ſome think them innocent, it is (at leaſt) a 
high Piece of Diſreſpect to that part of the 
Supream Power, that is moſt concern'd in the 
Proceeding ; which Part, when deſpis'ꝰd and in- 
ſulted, tis a ſure Token that the Government is 
weak, and that the Laws are grown impo- 
tent: But if they are guilty, *tis a Sign that 
Guilt has many Favourers ; than which there 
cannot be a more melancholy Proſpect, eſpe- 
cially if this Favour and Protection comes from 
Per ſons of Education, and ſuppos'd Principles 
in Religion. The Romans, till they were 
quite corrupted, behav'd themſelves in ano- 
ther Manner towards thoſe who lay under 
publick Accuſations, of which Machiavel gives 
a very remarkable Inſtance, in the Caſe of 
Manlius Capitolinus: Who began to make Par- 
ties, and raiſe Tumults in Rome, both againſt 
the Senate and the Laws. In which Paſſage 
it was evident, how well that Government 
was form'd and conſtituted, and how well that 
People was diſpos'd. For in this Cafe (tho? 
the Nobility and he were great Friends, and 
herce Defenders of cach others Intereſts) yet 
none of them, not even his very Relations 


ap- 
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appear'd in his behalf. And whereas, at o- 
ther Trials, the Friends of the Criminals us'd 
to accompany him to the Bar in Mourning, 
and with all other Circumſtances of Sadneſs 
that they cou'd think of, in order (if poſſi- 
ble) to work the Judges to Compaſſion; yet 
in this Caſe Manlius went alone, without fo 
much as one Friend to attend him. The Tri- 
bunes of the People, who were in other Things 
always oppolite to the Nobility, and created 
on Purpole to balance their Power, when they 


found the Deſign tending to their Ruin, in 


this Caſe join'd heartily with them to remove 
ſo common a Deſtruction: And the People of 
Rome, who were zealous for any Thing that 
made for their Advancage, and Lovers of their 
Country (tho? they had even a Kindneſs for 
Manlias) yer nevertheleſs, when the Tribunes 
cited him, and referr'd him to the Judgment of 
the People, they condemn'd him to Death for 
his Crimes againit the State, without any 
Conſideration of his former Services. And 
our Author adds, That in the whole Tract of 
the Roman Hiltory, there is not an Example, 
that with more Efficacy demonſtrates the Ju- 
ſtice of that Common-wealth, in all its Orders 
and Degrees than this; ſeeing there was not 
one Citizen appear*din the Defence of Manlius, 
who was a Perſon of known Vertues and En- 
dowments, and had done many honourable 
Things both in Publick and Private: And the 
Reaſon was, becauſe the Love to their Coun- 


try 
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try had a greater Influence upon them, than 
any other Reſpect; and the Conſideration of 
the preſent Danger of their Affairs being 
ſtronger than the Memory of his paſt Merits, 
they choſe to free themſelves by decreeing his 
Death. 1 
This was the Deportment of that wiſe and 
brave People the Romant, when the Perſon 
accus'd was but thought guilty by the Ma- 
giſtrates. Brigues and Cabals were not made 
in his Favour, there were none amongſt them 
ſo deſperately Wicked and deprav'd in their 
Manners, as to be willing rather to give up 
their Conſtitution, than not to bring off their 
Friend with Impunity, But we have a Cri- 
minal before us, now accus'd of endeavouring 
to deſtroy his Country by Fire and Sword, 
whom Pride and Ambition, Avarice and the 
Love of Contention have left deſtitute of all 
Friends, whom Falſhood and Prevarication, 
Treachery and Diſſimulation have render'd 
odious and deteſtable to all good Men; and 
yet ſhall he recommend himſelf to the Pity 
and Favour of the People, by his Troubles and 
Misfortunes in being detected of High-Trea- 
ſon againſt the King and Government? Shall 
ſuch a Perſon as this think of braving the 
Laws, by the Strength and Number of his Ac- 
complices, whom all ſober and good Men are 
ready to deliver up to the Vengeance of his 
Crimes? Shall ſuch a one as this find Mourn- 
ers in our Streets, unleſs it be for the loſs of 
| th 6 Trade 


1 
Trade and Publick Credit, which he has en 
deavour'd to ruin by his Madneſs, and De- 
ſigns of Rebellion? No, ſurely, if there are 
any ſuch Perſons among us, that can have a- 
ny Compaſſion for them, that wou'd lay their 
Country waſte in Blood and Confuſion, to 
gratify their own Avarice and Ambition, 
they muſt be deem'd Parricides and Factors 
with them in their Helliſh Deſigns. A Man 
truly vertuous and innocent will not work his 
own Safety out of that, which muſt be a real 
Miſchief to the reſt of Mankind, but will ra- 
ther ſuffer in his Fame, Life, and Fortune, 

than make a ſtep which may tend to weaken 
the Laws, and whereby the Dignity and 
Majeſty of the Common- wealth may be leſ- 
ſen'd and impair'd. | | 
Heretofore Men were ſo far from counte- 

nancing the Guilty, and from making Facti- 
ons on their behalf, and the guilty were 10 
far from braving the Laws, that he upon 
whom a publick Cenſure had once paſs'd, 
did ſeldom afterwards think it decent to in- 
termeddle in the Affairs of Government, even 
though he had been wrongfully condemn'd. 
For which Reaſon, M. Livias Salinator, at 
the end of his Cenſorſhip, laid a Fine on all 
the Tribes of Rome, except the Mæcian (which 
had neither condemn'd him, nor given their 
Voices to confer Dignities on him) becauſe - 
whilſt he remain'd under Sentence, they had 
firſt choſen him Conſul, . and then Cenſor. 
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Inaſmuch as that either formerly they had 
wrong'd his Innocence, or if he were Guilty, 
they had committed two Errors, in ſuffering 
him to fill two ſuch important Poſts: That, 
one way their Injuſtice, or on the other, their 
Levity deſerved Cenſure. Which Puniſh- 
ment of an inconſtant Vulgar, ſuited with 
the Gravity of thoſe Times, and of that Ma- 
giſtracy. 8 1 1 
In Kingly Governments 'tis always dange- 
rous to the Prince, that a Traitor ſhould buoy 
up and ſupport private Men in their Crimes, 
againſt his Authority, but more eſpecially 
where the Marks of his Diſpleaſure are both 
well grounded and apparent. If his Diſ- 
pleaſure be ſufficient to recommend to the 
Peoples Likeneſs a Perſon, that was hated and 
contemn'd before for his Unworthineſs, *tis a 


ſign the State is very crazy and much di- 


ſtemper'd in its Conſtitution. ?Twas reckon'd 
ominous to Jalius Ceſar, when Marallus and 
Cæſarius, whom he had newly diſgrac'd, had 


a great many Voices to be Conſuls. But it 


is yet worſe, when Men are follow'd, cry*d up 


and countenanc'd, who are under Accuſations 
of the higheſt Nature; and who are ob- 


noxious not only to him, but to the State and 

People alſo; for it is a ſign that there is then 

a Party, which favours Guilt, and which 

endeavours to contend with him and the 

Laws even for Dominion it ſelf; which no 

wiſe Prince ought to ſuffer by any _— 
| An 
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And where this happens, that Nation is ſo 
deprav'd and divided, that it cannot long 
preſer ve its Conſtitution, if it gives way to 
It. 1 A . | 
Indeed, we ought to lay to Heart the Cauſe 
of oppreſs'd and injur'd Merit: But a Man, 
that 1s truly good and innocent, does not de- 
fire that you ſhould expoſe his Intereſt in 
ſuch a manner as to diſturb the Peace and 
Quiet of your Country. He who bears Diſ- 
graces of this Nature with a noble and con- 
ſtant Mind, who is unwilling any Noiſe ſhould 
be made about him, who calmly expects a 
Demonſtration of his own Innocence, who 
thinks it indecent (even in his owa Defence) 
to ſtruggle with the Publick; I ſay, he who 
thus demeans himſelf in his Diſtreſs, deſerves 
that Favour of the Prince and State which he 
has loſt by a falſe Accuſation, and ought to be 
reſtored to that Greatneſs from which he was 
fallen. But they who bear the Wounds of 
Fortune 1mpatiently ; who in their own pri— 
vate Ruin would involve the whole Common- 
wealth, or raviſh from thence her Honours 
and Prefermeats, to ſatisfy their covetous and 
ambitious Humours; who are fo partial to 
themſelves, that they would arm all Mankind 


to fight their Battles; and who in order to | 


that, keep up and foment Diviſions in the 
State: Let their Pretences be what they will, 
they are more concern'd for ſomething elſe 
than to clear their own Innocence. In State- 


Matters 


2, ws 
Matters Time and future Events ſeldom fail 
to juſtify the Innocent without ſuch impe- 
tuous Motions, which in Truth are only 
Arguments of Guilt, as I have already ob- 
ſerv'd. | : N 
They who would thus raiſe an univerſal 
Storm rather than be clouded for a While, 
cannot be eſteem'd true Patriots and Lovers 
of their Country: Ambition lies at the bot- 
tom of their Hearts; Selt-Intereſt ſways all 
their Actions; and whatever Appearances 
they who act in ſuch a Manner may pretend to 
have of Worth and Abilities, *tis not what 
will bear the Teſt of diſcerning Judgmeats. 
It can never be wiſe, for a Man even upon 
his own Account, to diſquiet his Prince or 
Country; and much leſs upon the Account 
of another: Indeed it may do for a while, 
and he may have a falſe ſhow of Strength to 
countenance his Crimes ; but they, who, in 
order to their own Security, take upon them 
to play their Game, and who ſeem to have 
drawn in many to be concern'd tor them, will 
find at length, that inſtead of real Friends 
they have made two ſorts of Enemies, viz. 
Thoſe whom they have provok'd by their 
tumultuous and inſolent Behaviour, and theſe 
whom they have deluded by their Crimes and 
Falſhood. For when Men come to conſider - 
coolly, how ſuch Methods of Defence muſt de- 
{troy and overturn the Juſtice of the Laws, all 


Sides will find they have the ſame Concern, that 
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the Conſtitution ſhould not be overthrown 
hereby: And thus the Criminal is left either to 
acquit himſelf by his own Innocence, or elſe 
to the Condemnation of the Laws for his 

Guilt and Iniquity. | 
I have been the longer, my Lord, upon this 
Subject of defending the Guilty, or Perſons 
under publick Accuſations by Mobs, Tumults 
and Rebellions ; becauſe this was the Method 
made uſe of in the late Reign to skreen an 
infamous Offender from the Vengeance of 
the Laws for his ſeditious, falſe and lying 
Diſcourſe from the Pulpit : And the ſame 
wicked and tumultuous Practices might be 
again reviv'd by that Party of Boutefeu's and 
Incendiaries, if we were now under thoſe 
unhappy Circumſtances of having a Prince 
on the Throne, who either through Fear or a 
worſe Principle, would connive at or en- 
courage ſuch outragious Proceedings in the | 
People. Bur "Thanks be to God ! we have a | 
King on the Throne fear'd for his Courage, | 
admir'd for his Wiſdom, belov'd for his 
Goodneſs, and rever'd for his Juſtice, whom 
nothing can terrify, but the Fears of doing 
any Injuſtice co his People; willing and able 
to correct all the Abuſes of the State: Wil- 
ling from the Superiority of his Underſtand- 
ing, and the Goodneſs of his Temper; and 
able from that Power and ſtrong Intereſt, 
which his Courage and other numberleſs Vir- 
tues mult procure him in the Hearts and At- 
tections 
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fections of his loyal Subjects. To return 
therefore to the Clergy, and their paſt Beha- 
viour both in Church and State. 

It muſt be obſerv'd, my Lord, there are 
ſome among them of ſuch reſtleſs aud proſti- 
tuted Principles, whoſe turbulent Spirits no 

Exhortation from their Biſhops, no Diſcipline 
in the Church, can reſtrain or ſubdue; I hope 
the number of them is but ſmall (for I would 
nor be thought here to reflect on the whole 
Body of the Clergy in general, ſince there 
are many ſober and good Men among them) 
the Perſons I would here animadvert on are, 
the Ungodly, and ſuch as.turn the Grace of 
God into Laſciviouſneſs ; filthy Dreamers, and 
Defilers of the Fleſh, and ſuch as ſpeak evil of 
Dignities; the Lord rebake them: Theſe Men ſpeak 
evil of thoſe Things which they know not : But 
what they know naturally, as brate Beaſts ; in 
thoſe Things they corrupt themſelves. Wo unto 
them; for they have gone in the way of Cain, 
and ran greedily after the Error of Balaam : And 
may they periſh in the gainſaying of Core. Theſe 
are Spots in your Feaſts of Charity, when they feaſt 
with you, feeding themſelves without Fear: Clouds 
they are without Water, carryed about of Winds ; 
drees whoſe Fruit withereth, without Frait ; and 
may they be plucked up by the Roots ; raging 
Waves of the Sea, foaming out their own Shame; 
wandering Stars, to whom is reſerv'd the Black- 
neſs of Darkneſs for ever. Theſe are they 
in holy Orders, that want Power and Autho- 
_ rity 
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rity in the State, and Dominion over Men's 
Conſciences in the Church; the former be- 
longing to the Civil Magiſtrate, and the latter 
to God alone. They want Eccleſiaſtical 
Thrones and Principalities indeed, which 
many of our High-Church Clergy have 
form'd to themſelves, and are very fond of a 
Cardinal's Cap, as is in the view of one Man, 
and the Papacy at the Heart of another, but 
true Religion which is productive of Huma- 
nity, Peace and Charity, and of every good 
Work, is never in all their Thoughts. 

If we will believe the New Teſtament to be 
of divine Authority (which many of our high- 
flying Clergy have laid, aſide and never look 
into) we {hall find that Religion has nothing 
to do with Dominion or Civil Government, 
no farther than to reQity exorbitant Paſſions 
and Appetites, and to reſtrain People from 
them by the Cordsof Reaſon and Argument ; 
which are ſaid to be the Cords of a Man. 
The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion 
over them (ſays our Lord to his Diſciples) 
but it ſhall not be ſo with jou: From whence 
J infer, that whoſoever pretends to have 
Dominion over Mens. Conſciences, with re- 
gard to Religion, is an Uſurper of the Seat 
of God Almighty, and is acting the very 
counterpart of Chriſtianity. And yet our 
High Fhjers quarre] with their Biſhops, and 
ſtir up Sedition in the State; becauſe they 
cannot prevail on the Laity to diſavow Chri- 
| ſitianity 
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ſtianity it ſelf, and give up their Conſciences 
and Eſtates to be govern'd by a proud, re- 
vengeful, covetous and malicious ſet of 
Prieſts. "Fo 
They who are poſſeſs'd with this ungodly 
Spirit among them, it they happen to have a 
Government on their Side (as it was the Caſe 


of High- Church in the late Queen's Time)are 


apt at every turn to run it upon fatal Preci- 
pices ; if it be againſt them, they traduce 
whatever is done well, and expoſe to the 


People all its Weakneſs and Misfortunes. 


But the Sore in a State, upon which they 


ſtick moſt, is Faction; and there they do the 


greateſt Miſchief: They irritate the bad Hu- 


mours in it; they promote its Exceſſes, and 


will never let it liſten to Terms of Mode- 
ration ; they are obſtinately, and I had al- 
moſt ſaid willfully in the wrong; and finally, 
are forc'd to drown their Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding in that grand Abiſs, the Church. 

My Lord, theſe are the Miſchiets, that a 
hot and pretended Zeal for Religion has in- 
troduc'd among us ; and the Devil has been 
ſo induſtrious co inſpire this Wickedneſs and 
Hypocriſy into the Heart of Man, that al- 
mol? ever ſince the Beginning of the fourth 
Century, the mere Shew and Pretence of Re- 


ligion has ſet the World at Variance. But in 


a Matter of this Moment, in which all agree 
the Salvation of Souls depends, I think Mea 
ought to lay aſide all temporal Intereſt, Paſ- 


ſion 
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fion and Prejudice, and ſearch for Truth with 


all the Severity of abſtracted Reaſoning. 


We read in the Juſtinian Code, of a Law 
made for expelling the Biſhop or Patriarch 
of Aguiltia that City, for his Sedition againſt 
the State or Commonwealth of Venice: And 
it is therein ſaid, that he ought not to be heard 


even on his Prayer for a Reſtoration to his 


Biſhoprick, becauſe he was ſtill preſum'd to 
make worſe Attempts againſt the Govern- 


ment, thinking it his Duty ſo to do. And 


in the Canon Law Innocentius will allo have it, 
that he, who is but ſuſpected of any Sedition 
againſt the State of any City or Cemmon— 
wealth, ought not to be preferred to a Biſho- 
prick, and that no one ought to intercede with 
the Prince for him, who lies under the Prince's 
Diſpleaſure for Sedition, left the holy Order 
ſhould ſuffer in its Reputation thereby. What 
then muſt be the Fate of ſuch a Biſhop, accord- 

ing to the Civil and Canon Law, ho is accusd 
of High- Treaſon, who has endeavour'd to 
bring in a falſe Religion by Perjury and Re- 
bellion, and who would lay his Country in 
Blood and Miſery, to advance himſelf to a 
better Biſhoprick ? Will any Man of Honeſty, 
Virtue and Religion, have any Compaſſior for 
ſuch a Wretch as this? Will the People fight 
his Battle with the Laws of their Country 


to ſave ſuch a Criminal from condign Puniſh- 


ment? Tis to be hoped, this is not the Caſe of 


Engliſhmen, who have a due Concera for the 
true 


n 
true Religion and Welfare of their Country. 
But ſuch a Caution as this cannot be improper - 
and unſeaſonable, when we have a Perſon of 
your Lordſhip's Order to be try*d for High. 
Treaſon againſt the King and Government. 
Every good Subject will ſeek and pray for 
Peace, when we are threatned with Mobs 
and Tumults by ſome of the Clergy for this 
Man's Deliverance; every loyal Heart wilt 
be active and watchful againſt the Enemy, 
that ſcatters wild Fire abroad, and ſays, am 
I not in Sport? 40 

My Lord, I hope, there is none among 
your Lordſhip's Order ſo looſe and wicked 
as to make Religion a Cloak for Sin, as to 
ſanctify evil Practices by good Inteations, as 
to think it lawful to debauch a Nation in 
order to make Proſelytes to Chriſtianity. For 
if Religion comes arm'd againſt all manner 
of Vices, and beats them out of their Quarters 
at the Fore-door; and yet brings them in at 
the Poſtern, to ſerve her own Turn, how is 
the World amended thereby? To what Pur- 

ſe is it, that we renounce the World, the Fleſh 
and the Devil, according to the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, if we may yer plough with all 
theſe, to bring in a Harveſt to the Church? 
If Religion may be made a Cloak for Sin, the 
World is the worſe for it; and Men had 
been leſs barbarous, had they continued Infi- 
dels. This bold Treatment of Religion, to 
bring it to ſei ve carnal Ends, has made ſome 
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Perſons conclude it a more ingenious Way 
to the ſame Ends fairly to renounce all Reli- 
gion, and to purge away the Guilt of Sin by 
the Disbelief of a God, and of future Re. 
wards and - Puniſhments : For Machiavel 
| makes it one Inſtance of human Weakneſs, 
i that Men cannot be thorowpac'd in Villany, 
till they have laid aſide the natural Fear of 
Conſcience, that baffles them and makes them 
Cowards; and the Belief of future Rewards 
1 and Puniſhments, that has ſome Reſtraint 
upon ſinful Actions. Theſe are the Thoughts, 


| My Lord, 


Of Tour Humble Servant, 
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TO THE 


KI N G- 
At the Buſhop's Palace at Saliſ- 
| bury, after a Review of the 


Forces; with his Majefly's 
moſt gracious Anſwer tbereunto. 


Our Majeſty having been pleaſed to 
honour this Part of your Kingdom with 
your Royal Preſence, we beg Leave upon 
this Occaſion to preſent our mott humble Du- 
ty, and to expreſs our Part of the common 
” = Pen 
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Joy, which ſeems ſo great and fo univerſal, 
that we truſt that your Majeſty's Enemies 
who have been plotting againſt your Govern- 
ment, did not expect any Succour from hence, 
or at leaſt will find none, ſhould they attempt 
to put their wicked Projects in Execution. 

Give us Leave, Sir, upon this Occaſion, to 
expreſs our utmoſt Indignation, that neither 
the Juſtice, nor Wiſdom, nor Clemency, nor 
the good Succeſs of your Majeſty's Reign, nor 
the frequent ſignal Interpoſitions of Provi- 
dence in its Favour, have yet been able to 
hinder wicked Men from ſowing Diſcontents, 
by vile Miſrepreſentations, Lies, and Slan- 
ders, among your Subjects, and from form- 
ing Plots in Conſequence of them, to ruin 
your Majeſty's Government, and the Religi- 
ous and Civil Rights of their Native Coun- 
try. 5 
ye do not much wonder, that thoſe of the 
Roman Communion among us, (notwith— 
ſtanding the Tranquility they enjoy,) ſhould 
no more be Friends to the Government of your 
Majeſty, than they were to that of Queen E- 
lizabeth, or King William, two of your moſt 
glorious Predeceſſors; becauſe. your Majeſty 
is now what they were in their Times, the 
Great Preſerver of this Church, and Bulwark 
of the Reformation; and the only vifible 
Means, under God, to hinder Popiſb Tyran- 
ny from oppreſſing all Europe. bh 


But 
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But it is Matter of Amazement, . that any 
Members of this Church ſhould venture to 
perjure themſelves, to hazard their own Lives, 
and to involve their Native Country in all the 
Blood and Miſery that muſt attend a Rebelli- 
on, only to bring in a Popiſb Pretender to 
be Guardian and Protector of a Proteſtaxt 
Church. | 

This Church has hitherto been eſteemed 
the Glory of the Reformation, and the great 
Support of it; and we truſt in God, that it 
will ever continue fo under the Protection of 

your Majeſty, and of your Royal Poſterity. _ 
But we dread to think how ſhe muſt be- 
come vile and contemptible, and the Scorn of 
all the World, if her own Sons concur to de- 
ſtroy her, by calling in a pretended Protector 


from Rome; one who muſt eſteem her Arti: 
cles to be Heretical ; her Communion to be Schiſs 


matical; her Clergy to be without Holy Orders, 
and only Perjured Deceivers ; her People to be 
in the Way of Damnation; and her whole Re- 
ligion to be a Crime worſe than High-Treaſon © 

or Witchcraft. 1 5 
This is the Opinion which they have of us 
at Rome; and ſuch muſt be the Guardian of 
our Church, if we ſhould ever be ſo unhappy 
as to have one from thence; the very Thought 
of which muſt be ſo affrighting to all that love 
her, that we cannot but hope, that your 
Majeſty's Enemies vainly deceive themſelves 
in the Opinion of their Numbers, and that os 
1 5 Diſ- 


| 
T 
TFT 
| 
' 
| 
1 
F 
* 
5 
0 


6 
Diſcontents which they have raiſed cannot 
hold long, when Men think of the Conſequen- 
ces of them; as we are ſatisfied they cannot 
hold, unleſs God, as a Puniſhmeat for our o- 
ther great Sins and Provecations, ſuffers us to 
be infatuated, in order to bring utter Deſtru- 
Aion upon our ſelves,” 

The Jews were once fo fooliſh, as to defire 
to ſhake off the Government of a Perſon, who 
after a long Adminiſtration could appeal to 
them, Whoſe Ox have I taken, or whoſe Aſs 
have I taten? But we do not read, that they 
were ever ſo much out of their Wits, as when 
they had a King of their own Religion, they 
would hazard all the Evils ofa Rebellion, on- 
ly to procure one from among the Philiſtines. 

1 am afraid, Sir, that my Zeal has made 
me treſpaſs too much upon your Majeſty's 


Patience; but the meaning of all this is to 


let your Majeſty ſee, that we think our ſelves 
bound to ſeek the Proſperity of your Govern- 
ment, not only out of the Duty that we owe 
to your Majeſty as our Sovereign, and a wiſe 
and good Prince; but alſo becauſe our own 
deareſt Intereſts are ſo link'd with it, that 
they muſt ſtand or fall together. 
We ſhall therefore make it our conſtant 
Prayer to God, that he would be pleaſed to 
continue both your Perſon and Government 
under his gracious Protection; that as He has 
hitherto made all Oppoſition both at Home 
and from Abroad to fall before you, ſo he 
1 would 
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would be pleaſed at laſt to bleſs you with the 
Conqueſt of the Hearts of all your Subjects, 
the moſt deſirable Victory to a Prince ſo good 
and merciful; and that your Majeſty and 
your Royal Poſterity may from Age to Age 
make this Church and Kingdom happy in a 
legal, wiſe, and religious Government; and 
that you may mutually be made happy in an 
obedient, dutiful, and affectionate People. 


To which His Majeſty was pleaſed to re- 
turn the following moſt Gracious Anſwer, 


17 very kindly theſe Expreſſions of your Zeal 
and Affection to my Perſon and Government; 
and do aſſure you that the Church, as by Law 
eſtabliſhed, ſhall always have my Protection and 


Encour agement. 


FINIS. 
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